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St. Ignatius College 

Secondary School, Ħandaq 

Half-Yearly Examination 2014 

 

FORM 2     English Language   Time: 2 hours                                                                  

 

 

Name: _________________________________                                         Class: _________ 

Section A – Grammar                                                                                              (15 marks) 

A.  Fill in the text with a word from the box below.  You can use each word only ONCE.  

(5 marks) 

                                                                                                                    

list hurried drop said believed angry 

until into to shopping with  

 

Jared went (0) shopping for his mother. He walked (1) _____________the supermarket (2) 

_______________his trolley. He had a (3) ______________ of things his mum had told him 

(4) _______________ buy. He went to the dairy section first.  As he came to it, he saw a 

woman (5) ________________ a bottle of milk. The woman looked at him, then (6) 

________________ away. A security guard came around the corner just then. He was very (7) 

________________. Jared kept telling him, ‘It wasn’t me.’ No one (8) __________________ 

him (9) ________________ they saw the security camera footage. The security guard said 

sorry, and so did the manager. In fact, when Jared tried to pay for what he came to buy, the 

manager (10) _______________he could have everything for free! Now, how about that? 

B.  Fill in the passage with the correct form of the verb in the brackets.              (5 marks) 

Sharon (0) was (be) alone at home one night. She (2) _________________ (watch) TV when 

she (1) _______________someone playing with the lock on the door: a thief! She (3) 

______________ (hide) behind the sofa, as the door (4) _________________ (click) open. 

One thief (5)  ____________ (come) through the door, then another. Sharon (6)  

______________ (stay) still. ‘They left the TV on,’ one of them said. ‘Or someone (7)  

_____________ (be) still in here.’ The other said. ‘Look in there.’ They went into the kitchen. 

Levels 5-6-7 
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She (8) _______________ (hear) them move chairs and (9) ______________ (open) 

cupboards. She ran out the front door, and did not look back. She ran until she (10) 

________________ (get) to the nearest shop, and they called the police. But the thieves were 

not found in the house. 

 

C.  Fill in the passage with the comparative or superlative of the word in the brackets.  

   (5marks) 

 
Tom: I need a new phone. This one is (0) older (old) than my grandma, and it’s not working 

right. 

Judy: This shop here sells the (1) _______________ (good) brands, and the after-sales service 

is (2) ___________________ (quick) than at other shops.   

Tom: Let’s have a look. Wow. This is the (3)___________________ (large) electronics store 

I have ever been in.  

Judy: These phones here are (4) _________________ (new) than those, the (5) 

_________________ (late) models.  

Tom: Hmm. That one, I think. It’s (6) ____________________ (expensive) than the others 

here, but it’s a good phone.  

Judy: Hmm. I think this other one is a (7) ________________ (good) choice than that. 

Tom: But it’s (8) _____________________ (difficult) to use. 

Judy: Not really. It has the same apps, see? 

Tom: But it’s (9) ______________________ (thin) than the first one. 

Judy: Good. It will be (10)___________________ (easy) to carry. 

Tom: I don’t know. I really like that one.   

Judy: Suit yourself.  
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Section B – Reading Comprehension                                                                     (20 marks) 

Read the passage The Health Benefits of Reading and answer the following questions.  

 

1. Thick (√) whether the following statements are true or false.                         (6 marks)  

 

 True False 

a.  Many people still like to read books.  

 

 

b. While reading you concentrate and think more.  

 

 

c.  Reading doesn’t take up much of our time.  

 

 

e.  Reading makes you feel nervous.  

 

 

f.  Reading a book more than once can help in different ways.  

 

 

g.  The author thinks that reading is very important. 

 

  

 

Answer the following questions: 

 

2.  Write down two important things that we need while reading.                   (2 marks) 

 

a.  __________________________________ 

 

b.  __________________________________ 

 

3.  a.  Did listening to audiotapes help the author study for exams? (Underline the 

correct answer)                                                                                                   (1 mark) 

 

 Yes / No 

 

                 b.  Find and copy a sentence to support your answer.                                 (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.   Find and copy a sentence that shows that it is difficult for us to imagine ourselves 

as one of the characters while watching a movie.                                              (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5.  Name four advantages of reading mentioned in the passage.                      (2 marks) 

 

a.  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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b.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

d.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6.  Match the following words from the passage to their meaning.                  (3 marks) 

 

a.  vanishing (line 1):  not real 

b.  resounding (line 5):  will happen in the future 

c.  pause (line 8):  to live through an experience again 

d.  upcoming (line 13):  to stop for some time 

e.  fictional (line 23):  disappearing 

f.  relived (line 29):  loud 

 

7.  What do the following words refer to?                                                        (3 marks) 

 

a.  she (line 8):  

b.  it (line 11):  

c.  I (line 13):  

d.  they (line 20):  

e.  they (line 33):  

f.  you (line 33):  
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Section C – Literature                                                                                             (20 marks) 

 

A. Poetry                                                                                                                    (10 marks) 

 

Unprepared Text 

 

Answer all questions. 

 

Mother Nature 
 

Our world is always changing, 

Constantly re-arranging. 

From ocean depths to mountain peaks, 

Mother Nature moves and speaks. 

While telling stories of our past 

She tries to teach us how to last. 

Mankind, so smart, sometimes blind 

Leaves common sense far behind. 

We're moving fast and living large, 

Forgetting she's the one in charge. 

Amazed when she rings our bell, 

Sending us through living hell. 

She can twist our steel, shake any city, 

If her wrath you feel, we shall pity. 

Yet some who speak on her behalf, 

I fear just seek the golden calf. 

It's true, we must treat her right. 

Or we will incur a deadly plight. 

Treat her with distinction 

Or surely face extinction! 

                                   Edith A. Phinazee  

 
1.  Fill in with a suitable word.                                                                                     (2 marks) 

 

The poet is trying to teach us that we should take care of ______________.  It tries to show  

 

us how to do so in ________________ ways but we don’t seem to ____________ until some  

 

natural  ________________ strikes. 

 
2.    Quote an example of a run-on line?                                                                        (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.   Mother Nature moves and speaks.                                                                          (2 marks) 

      While telling stories of our past 

      She tries to teach us how to last. 

 

These verses are an example of (Underline the correct answer): 
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a. a simile 

b. a metaphor 

c. a personification 

 

4.   The term “free verse” means that the poem’s verses are (Underline the correct answer): 

                                        (2 marks) 

a.  equal in length. 

b.  different in length. 

c.  very long. 

 

5.    Find a word from the poem that rhymes with:                                                       (2 marks) 

 

Speaks -  _____________________ 

 

Blind   - ______________________ 

 

6.   What does the poet say will happen to us if we do not take care of mother nature?   

(1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

B. Prose                                                                                                                      (10 marks) 

 

Unprepared Text 

 

Answer all questions. 

 

Strange things happened to Shannon all the time in her home. One night in particular, 

Shannon simply wanted to brush her teeth like a normal teenager. After lying in bed and 

watching re-runs of Duck Dodgers on her TiVo for the millionth time, she had gotten up from 

her warm and comfortable bed to go to the bathroom. Her dry contacts told her it was time to 

take them out and she was looking forward to the relief she felt when she removed the small 

plastic discs from her eyes. She removed her contacts, washed her face with Ivory soap and 

then patted it dry. Shannon then put on her pink wire-framed glasses. 

 

When she returned to her bedroom she saw a dark figure standing by the turret room, which 

was next to her bedroom. At first her mind didn't register what exactly she was looking at. It 

was as if an invisible force had put their arms out and stopped her from walking. For a 

moment she looked at the shadow, which was the same size, and height as she was. There 

was no visible face, just a shadow in the shape of a person. The five foot four transparent 

black figure simply stood there, not moving. 

 

Puzzled, because the figure wasn't moving, Shannon said loudly "Go away." She sucked in 

her breath, closed her eyes and started walking a straight line toward the bedroom. When she 

got to her bedroom door she cautiously opened her eyes again. The figure hadn't followed her 

and she let her breath out like the slow hiss of a radiator. Sometimes the ghosts in her home 

could be so troublesome. Luckily, this particular ghost seemed harmless. 
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Shannon had just started the 9
th
 grade at school, and she desperately wanted to be just like 

any typical girl her age. However, there wasn't anything typical about Shannon O'Reilly. She 

was incredibly intelligent and had scored a 167 on an IQ test. Good looks also ran in her 

family and she had been blessed with gorgeous 

strawberry blonde hair, vivid blue eyes and a flawless 

complexion. Some of the locals who had lived in town 

for a long while knew that Victoria's family had a few 

psychics in the family. However, they were blissfully 

unaware that Shannon possessed some of these powers, 

and she had no intention of spilling the beans. It was bad 

enough to be labelled a geek, but it would be much 

worse to be called a psychic kook. 

Shannon O’Reilly by Charlotte E. Gerber 

 

1.  Write two short sentences describing what the passage is about.                            (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Copy two words/phrases that describe what Shannon saw?                                     (1 mark) 

 

__________________________________              __________________________________  

 

3.  a. “…she let her breath out like the slow hiss of a radiator.”  This figure of speech is an 

example of (Underline the correct answer):                                                                  (2 marks) 

 

a.  a metaphor 

b.  an alliteration 

c.  a simile 

 

b.  This figure of speech shows that Shannon is (Underline the correct answer):        (2 marks) 

 

a.  angry 

b.  relieved 

c.  scared 

      

4.  Quote two sentences from the passage that show that seeing ghosts at Shannon’s house 

was normal.                                                                                                                    (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Copy two phrases from the passage that describe Shannon’s appearance.             (2 marks) 

 

____________________________________      ____________________________________ 
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SECTION D – COMPOSITION            25 marks 

Write between 150 and 200 words on ONE of the following. 

1. Write about a friend of yours. Describe him / her and write about what you usually do 

together. 

2. Write a story which ends with the words: “It was something that I will never forget!” 

3. Write a letter to your cousin who lives abroad, telling him / her about an accident in 

which you were involved. Do not forget to include your address and the date. The 

following picture can help you. 

 

 


